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Minutes of the Working Group Meeting

24 March 2015, New Inn, Huby, 8 pm

Present:

Richard Todd, Kathryn Wallis, Terry Wolf (Chair), Roger Teare, Betty Tyson, Val Burnham, Paul Jackson, Gary Dunnings, Rachel Marshall
1. Apologies
Guy Redfern 
2. Declaration of interests
Terry Wolf, Rachel Marshall, Gary Dunnings (Agenda Item 7 Site Assessment Update)
3. Minutes of last meeting
The minutes of the meeting of 05/01/15 were accepted as a correct record.
4. Matters arising (not elsewhere on agenda)
	Action
	Status

	Finalise Green Space Designation
	Paperwork completed, still to finally action


5. Update from consultation process  
Terry summarised the responses from the Policy intentions Consultation – details of which were previously circulated and included in the report for Huby Voice and the Parish Council. We got approximately 25% response rate from the feedback forms distributed and another 40+ attendees at the two events. There was overwhelming support for the proposed vision and for all of the policy intentions. The final section of the feedback form re CIL preferences were inconsistently completed and cannot really be relied on for hard evidence. Kathryn has completed inputting half of the comments from the feedback forms and the other half are still outstanding – Terry asked for volunteers to undertake this task.
Action:

· Richard offered to get the remaining comments inputted before the next meeting. Kathryn to send him what she has already done so all can be compiled together.

6. Update on Whitfield Homes/New Hall Group Planning Inquiry 
Terry reported on the Planning Inquiry process which took place in February. She gave brief evidence to the Inquiry on behalf of the NP Working Group, outlining the range of consultation and evidence so far. She told the Inquiry that a key response has been to keep Huby as a village, with a rural feel. Whilst there is much agreement about the need for improved sport and leisure facilities in the village, opinion is split with regard to how improved faciIities might be delivered. She also noted the results of the Housing Needs Survey and the HNP recommendation for up to 11 new homes. The Inspector’s decision is expected in June.
7. External Site assessment update
Terry outlined the process that AECOM took to produce the independent validation of the Site Assessment process undertaken by members of the Working Group. They found that the overall process was sound, although they differed in small points of detail on interpretation of some of the evidence. They produced a red/amber/green ranking system for the sites and suggested the site they thought most suitable for delivering 18 houses. In any case, further discussion with the community will be needed before one or more sites can be identified as preferred for development to meet future needs. For example, there are two small sites that might be better if development were to happen in smaller numbers over time, rather than built as one single development. There are advantages and disadvantages to both scenarios.
In any case, AECOM’s recommendation was to do nothing until the outcome of the Public Inquiry is known. If Whitfield Homes’ application is allowed then we do not need to provide any additional sites for future development. If the application is refused, then we can hold workshops or similar community consultation activity to agree the preferred solution to small scale development in the village.
8. What next: 

The group agreed that there is a limited amount that can be done towards producing the draft plan until the outcome of the Planning Inquiry is known. However Terry has been in contact with Mike Dando from Planning Aid who suggested that he attend our next meeting to outline the next steps. We may be able to buy in the services of a consultant to pull together all of our work to date to produce the draft plan. We have already drafted the profile statement, the consultation process (although this needs updating following the most recent activity) and the policy intention areas with key points. Use of an outside person to get this right, quite quickly, would be a huge help to the group.

Action:

· Richard agreed to ask the Parish Council/Hambleton District Council to clarify before our next meeting the latest budget position, including how much needs to be set aside for HDC’s expenses re the examination, referendum etc. This is to try to get a firm idea as to how much would be available to us to fund outside help.

9. Date of next meeting: Tuesday 28th April, 8pm, New Inn. Mike Dando will join us for that meeting to discuss our next steps.
Action points from Meeting 24/03/15
	Action
	Who is to do
	Timescale

	Input remaining comments from the feedback forms and compile all the responses to enable them to be analysed.
	Richard/Kathryn
	Before the next meeting on 28th March 2015

	Clarify budget position re available funds left for consultancy help
	Richard
	Before the next meeting on 28th March 2015
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